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if baby's head is not so shapely as we would like it to be, for
we know that the natural resilience of delicate bones will allow
the head gradually to assume a more handsome contour as the
days go by, There are two "soft spots" in baby's head. These
both vary somewhat in size in different babies. They are places
where the bones of the skull do not meet; but, as time goes on,
bony development covers over, and the soft spots disappear.
The larger one has its center just in front of an imaginary line
across the top of the head between the tips of the ears. The other
and smaller one is at the back of the head, the center about an
inch back of this same imaginary line across the head between
the ear tips. The smaller one is hardly noticeable, and closes
completely by the time baby is six months old. The larger one
does not close entirely until baby is about nineteen months old.
Baby's muscles are very active, and there is a great deal of
strength in them. Kspedally is this true of the flexor muscles,
as attested by his grip when you slip your finger into his tiny
fist, and by the actual strength that it takes to keep his legs ex-
tended, A normal baby shows no disposition now to lie straight,
but prefers the position of flexion, and tends to curl up. His
muscular movements are purposeless as far as any intention on
his part is concerned, with one exception,—he knows just how
to use the muscles necessary for the drawing of food and drink.
First Care. The doctor and nurse have attended to the first
of baby's needs, He has had his cleansing oil rub, the delicate
body parts have been carefully cleansed with boric acid solution,
and, in addition, each eye has the protective drop of argyrol or
silver nitrate that prevents the possibility of infection. The
cord stump, which is always considered an open wound, has had
proper care and a sterile dressing applied, great care having
been taken that there should be no contact with any nonsterile
thing that might prevent its being kept what we call surgically
dean, that is, germ free. To hold on the cord dressing, a band
of cheesecloth or gauze or soft muslin or outing flannel has
been applied around the little abdomen. This is kept on for
the sole purpose of keeping the sterile dressing in place—not
to keep the baby from "bursting himself when he cries."
In case there is not a trained nurse in charge, the doctor has

